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To  the  Ramsbottom  Urban  District  Council. 

The  Annual  Report 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

1940. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen. 

With  pleasure  1  present  you  with  my  Annual  Report.  We 
are  still  in  the  midst  of  troublous  and  uncertain  times,  which 
demand  among  other  thing's  vigilance  and  economy  on  the  part 
of  all.  My  report,  therefore,  in  the  interest  of  economy  of  paper, 
is  curtailed  to  a  considerable  extent,  but  nothing'  of  importance 
is  left  out  of  the  text  that  is  necessary  for  you  to  obtain  a  complete 
survey  of  matters  appertaining  to  the  state  of  public  health  in  the 
district.  I  trust  therefore  in  the  reading'  of  it  that  you  will  find 
both  interest  and  satisfaction. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  in  acres .  9,564 

Population  (Census  1931)  .  15,530  -  .  yo 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of 

(a)  Resident  population  mid  1940  .  14,850  ^ 

(b)  Average  population  appropriate  to  the  calcula¬ 

tion  of  death-rates  .  14,850 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

(a)  Census  1931  .  4,390 

(b)  End  of  1940  .  5,389  x" 

Rateable  value  .  £82,079 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  .  £320 
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Ramsbottom  is  situated  in  the  Rossendale  Valley  twelve  miles 
north  of  Manchester.  The  social  conditions  are  those  of  an 
industrial  town  whose  interests  are  cotton  and  woollen  spinning 
and  weaving,  with  subsequent  bleaching,  dyeing,  and  printing  of 
the  products.  There  are  also  engineering,  paper,  and  soap  works, 
and  on  the  hillsides  east  of  the  town  extensive  quarrying  of  stone 
for  the  manufacture  of  concrete  blocks  of  varied  size  and  shape 
suitable  for  many  utilitarian  purposes.  Dairy  farming  flourishes 
to  a  considerable  extent,  while  the  valley  and  rolling  hillsides 
prov  ide  abundant  grazing  for  many  cattle. 

Much  female  labour  is  employed  in  the  cotton  and  woollen 
factories. 

The  production  of  dust  in  some  industrial  processes  is  respon¬ 
sible  for  bronchial  troubles,  while  skin  affections  of  the  hands  and 
forearms  occur  in  some  people  engaged  in  printing  and  dyeing. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

1 

|  Legitimate 

156 

78 

78 

Birth-rate  per  1000 

Live  Births  - 

Illegitimate 

3 

1 

2 

of  the  population 
10.7 

1 

!.  Total 

159 

79 

80 

Still  Births 

7 

2 

5 

Rate  per  1000  total 
(live  and  still)  births 

42 

Deaths 

212 

102 

110 

Death-rate  per  1 000 

of  the  population 

:,:14.2 

1940  adjusted  death-rate  (comparability  factor  0.92)  =  13.0. 
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AGE  PERIODS  OF  DEATH. 

Males  Females  Total 
Under  1  year  ...  4  5  9 

Between  1  and  5  years...  2  2  4 


M  5  ) )  15 

>>  •  •  • 

1 

2 

3 

»  15  „  25 

J>  •  •  • 

2 

2 

4 

»  25  „  45 

1 9  •  •  • 

13 

5 

18 

45  „  65 

99  •  •  • 

32 

19 

51 

65  years  and  over 

... 

48 

75 

123 

102 

110 

212 

Deaths 

FROM 

Puerperal 

Causes. 

Rate  per  1000  total 


Deaths 

(live  and  still)  births 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

nil 

nil 

Other  maternal  causes 

nil 

nil 

Total 

nil 

nil 

Death-Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  56 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  57 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  nil 


Deaths  from  Certain  Specified  Diseases. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

28 

„  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) 

nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

nil 

„  „  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

1 
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1940  adjusted  death-rate  (comparability  factor,  0.92)  =  13.0  per  1,000. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS. 

1940 

1939 

All  Causes 

212 

178 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

Measles 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0 

1 

Diphtheria  ... 

1 

0 

Influenza 

12 

2 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

3 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

0 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ... 

4 

4 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

0 

Syphilis 

1 

0 

G.P.I.,  Tabes,  etc.... 

0 

1 

Cancer 

28 

20 

Diabetes 

4 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

21 

12 

Heart  Diseases 

47 

52 

Aneurysm  ... 

0 

0 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

6 

19 

Bronchitis  ... 

10 

7 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

6 

3 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

3 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

2 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)... 

1 

2 

Appendicitis 

2 

0 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

0 

0 

Other  Liver  Diseases 

0 

2 

Other  Digestive  Diseases... 

9 

3 

Nephritis 

13 

7 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

0 

0 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  ... 

0 

1 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  etc. 

6 

7 

Senility 

0 

i 

Suicide 

3 

4 

Other  Violent  Deaths 

1 1 

6 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

19 

15 

Ill  Defined  Causes... 

0 

2 

Diarrhoea  (over  2  years)  ... 

0 

2 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES — Monthly  Incidence,  1940. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  1940. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1940. 


N  E\V 

Cases. 

De 

ATHS. 

Age 

Non- 

Non- 

Periods 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respirator 

Years  : 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0  to  1  ... 

—  — 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

1  to  5  ... 

—  — 

—  1 

— 

— 

—  — 

5  to  10  ... 

—  — 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

10  to  15  ... 

1  — 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

15  to  20  ... 

—  — 

1  — 

— 

— 

1  — 

20  to  25  ... 

—  — 

_  9 

— 

— 

—  — 

25  to  35  ... 

2  1 

l  —  . 

— 

— 

—  — 

35  to  45  ... 

—  — 

l  — 

— 

1 

—  — 

45  to  55  ... 

1  — 

—  — 

1 

— 

—  — 

55  to  65  ... 

2  1 

i  — 

2 

— 

—  — 

Over  65  ... 

—  — 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

Totals  ... 

6  2 

4  3 

3 

1 

1  — 

8  7  4  »  1 


TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS. 
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Females:  Tues.  5-30  to  7  p  m. 

Thurs.  2  to  5  p.m . 

l'ri .  7-30  to  8-30  p.m . 
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C.ENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Laboratory  Facilities  are  available  at — 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester. 

The  Laboratory,  Bury  Infirmary,  and 

Dr.  J.  S.  Poolev,  Broadfield  Chemical  Laboratory,  Rochdale. 


The  following'  specimens  were  examined  during  the  year  : — 


/ 

P.H.  Lab. 
Manchester. 

Bury 

Infirmary. 

Broadfield 

Laboratory 

Diphtheria  Swabs . 

.  13 

11 

14 

Sputum  for  T.  B . 

.  ...  12 

0 

3 

Aglut ination  Test  . 

.  3 

0 

0 

Wa  ter — Bacteriological 

.  6 

0 

0 

Ambulances. — Two  motor  ambulances  are  available  for  infec¬ 
tious  and  two  for  non-infectious  cases  and  are  available  day  and 
night. 

Home  Nursing.- — Two  District  Nurses  are  available  for  this 
purpose.  One  is  provided  by  the  Local  Hospital  Committee  and 
the  other  by  a  voluntary  association  in  Summerseat,  to  which  area 
her  services  are  restricted.  No  district  nursing'  is  undertaken  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

Hospitals. — The  same  hospital  accommodation  for  both  in¬ 
fectious  and  non-infectious  cases  is  available  as  heretofore,  and 
has  proved  ample  for  requirements. 

Midwives. — Two  County  Council  Midwives  and  one  by  a 
voluntary  body  at  Summerseat  amply  supply  the  needs  of  the 
district. 

Maternity  Homes. — Bury  Infirmary,  12  beds;  Jericho  Hos¬ 
pital,  24  beds;  Moorlands  Hospital,  Rawtenstall,  16  beds.  These1 
Hospitals  undertake  ante-natal  supervision  and  arc  well  patron¬ 
ised  by  our  expectant  mothers. 

Institutional  treatment  for  cases  of  puerperal  sepsis  is  pro¬ 
vided  at  the  Florence  Nightingale  Hospital,  Bury. 
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Orthopaedics. — Treatment  of  these  cases  is  available  bv 
arrangement  with  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Child'  Welfare  Centre. — This  department  is  now  under  con¬ 
trol  of  the  County  Council’s  Medical  Officers  and  is  as  popular  as 
ever. 


Sanitary  Circumstances. — The  public  water  supply  is,  as 
usual,  good  and  abundant,  but  some  private  supplies  are  not  above 
suspicion.  Two  of  these  latter  were  found  to  be  polluted,  and 
remedial  efforts  are  in  progress.  In  six  instances  of  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  of  piped  water  supplies  three  were  proved  to 
lie  unsatisfactory. 

No  chemical  analyses  were  undertaken. 

Sewerage. — No  important  changes  in  this  department  were 
made  during-  the  year. 

Rivers  and  Streams.— No  action  was  called  for  in  regard  to 
pollution  and  no  report  of  pollution  of  the  river  or  streams  was 
received  at  the  P.B.  Office. 

Eradication  Of  Bugs. — One  case  only  discovered  and  was  dis¬ 
infested  with  “  Zaldecide.” 

Schools. — All  remain  satisfactory,  except  Buckhurst  School, 
where  private  water  supply  continues  unsatisfactory. 

Housing. — No  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year. 

Housing  conditions,  no  change. 

Prevailing  forms  of  defects  in  old  houses  are  dampness  and 
absence  of  modern  conveniences,  and  these  are  rectified  as  circum¬ 
stances  permit  and  opportunity  affords. 

Some  condemned  houses  are  still  in  occupation  with  consent 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  order  to  cope  with  the  influx  of 
evacuees  from  bombed  areas. 


Overcrowding. — In  consequence  of  the  fluctuating  population 
due  to  enlistment  and  inflowing  evacuees,  no  reliable  evidence  of 
overcrowding  can  be  given. 

Clearance  Areas. — Eight  such  areas,  comprising  41  houses, 
were  demolished. 


Food  Inspection  and  supervision,  notwithstanding  the  many 
additional  calls  in  these  troublous  days  upon  the  time  of  your  , 
public  health  officials,  every  endeavour  is  made  to  fulfil  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1988,  and  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Order. 

Licences. — There  is  one  distributor  of  tubercular  tested  milk 
and  12  distributors  of  pasteurised  milk,  all  of  which  have  been 
granted  licences. 


Infectious  Diseases. — See  tables.  Ainsworth  Hospital  is 
available  for  small-pox  when  necessary,  and  Florence  Nightingale 
Hospital  at  Bury  for  other  forms  of  infectious  disease.  These 
have  hitherto  provided  ample  accommodation  for  our  needs. 

As  regards  the  diseases  themselves,  nothing  of  noteworthy 
mention  occurred. 

Measles  and  whooping  cough  were  notifiable  throughout  the 
year,  and  during  a  small  epidemic  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year 
211  notifications  were  received.  The  disease  was  mild  and  no 
deaths  took  place. 

38  notifications  of  diphtheria  were  received,  but  here  again 
the  disease  was  in  most  cases  mild  also;  there  was  one  death. 

84,000  units  of  diphtheria  anti-toxin  were  supplied  through 
the  Public  Health  Office.  No  other  sera  or  vaccines  were  supplied 
or  asked  for. 
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Disinfection. — Disinfection  of  houses  and  bedding-  is  carried 
out  after  the  removal  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  to  hospital 
(or  after  recovery  where  treated  at  home)  by  formalin  spray  and 
candles. 

85  houses  were  treated  during  the  year. 


Permit  me  in  conclusion  to  thank  you,  and  especially  the 
members  of  the  Health  Committee,  for  your  continued  interest  and 
enthusiasm  in  all  matters  affecting  Public  Health  ;  also  my  fellow- 
officials  for  their  generous  assistance  in  the  prosecution  of  my 
duties. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

HUGH  LAWRIE,  M.B.,  C.M.,  D.P.H., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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The  Annual  Report 


of  the 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 

1940. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  pleasure  in  presenting’  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  11)40. 

The  report,  delayed  through  circumstances  beyond  mv  con¬ 
trol,  is  somewhat  abbreviated,  but  contains,  if  only  briefly,  details 
of  the  major  activities  of  the  department. 

Civil  defence  and  evacuation  have  again  made  great  demands 
on  the  whole  of  the  department’s  staif,  details  of  which  cannot 
he  recorded  here. 

In  conclusion  I  again  tender  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Council  for  their  continued  support,  and  to  my 
fellow-officials  for  their  co-operation  at  all  times. 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant 


HERBERT  BARLOW, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS,  Etc 
Number  of  premises  visited  . 


Number  of  sanitary  defects  and  nuisances  found 
Number  of  sanitary  improvements  effected  ... 
Number  of  informal  notices  served  . 


Number  of  statutory  notices  served 
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SANITARY  DEFECTS  AND  NUISANCES  FOUND. 


Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation . 

Defective  roofs  .  .  . 

Defective  pointing-  of  walls . 

Defective  eavesgutters .  . 

Defective  rainwater  pipes  . 

Houses  without  adequate  water  supply . 

Walls  damp  . 

Defective  plastering  .  . 

Defective  flagged  floors . .  ... 

Defective  floorboards  . 

Defective  fire-ranges . 

Insanitary  stone  sinks  . 

Defective  windows  . .  . 

Defective  sashcords  to  windows  . 

Defective  stairs  .  . 

Dirty  houses  . 

House  walls  and  ceilings  dirty . 

Defective  dustbins  . 

Choked  drains  . 

Defective  waste  water  closet  . . 

Defective  flushing  cisterns . 

Choked  tippler  W.Cs . 

Miscellaneous  defects  .  . 

Factories  Act  : — 

Bakehouse  floor  dirty . 

Sanitarv  conveniences  not  provided  with  sufficient  water 

for  flushing  . 

Sanitary  conveniences  in  a  dirty  condition . 

Shops  Act : — 

No  means  of  heating . 

No  proper  facilities  for  taking  meals . 

No  seats  for  female  assistants  . 


SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED. 

Insanitary  houses  demolished  . 

Back-to-back  houses  made  through  .  . 

Unfit  houses  closed . 

Houses  provided  with  adequate  and  readily  accessible  water 

supply . 

Defective  roofs  repaired  ...  . . 

Defective  eavesgutters  repaired  . 

Defective  pointing  repaired . 

Defective  rain  water  pipe  repaired . 

House  windows  made  to  open . 

Defective  plastering  repaired  . 

Sashcords  provided  to  windows  . » . 

Defective  fire-ranges  repaired  . 

Damp  walls  remedied  . 

New  sinks  provided  .  . 

Defective  flagged  floor  repaired  . 

Houses  provided  with  ashbins  in  lieu  of  ashpits . 

New  ashbins  provided  . . 

Waste  water  closets  done  away  with  and  fresh  water  closets 

provided  .  . 

Trough  closets  done  away  with  and  fresh  water  closets 

provided  ...  . .  ... 

Additional  fresh  water  closets  provided  . 

Trough  closets  abolished  .  ... 

Pail  closets  abolished  . ' . 

Privy  closets  abolished  . 

Waste  water  closets  abolished  . 

New  W.C.  pedestals  provided  . 

New  cisterns  provided  to  W.Cs . 

Choked  tippler  W.Cs.  remedied  .  . 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied . 

Choked  drains  cleared  . 
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1 

5 

4 

5 
1 
1 
3 
1 


3 


4 

2 

13 
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12 


6 

7 

2 

15 

4 

6 

2 


o 

O 


32 

12 


8 


259 
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Factories  Act,  1937. 

The  following-  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  found  during 
the  year: — 

Sanitary  conveniences  not  provided  with  sufficient  water  for 


flushing  .  1 

Sanitary  conveniences  in  dirty  condition  .  1 

Sanitary  conveniences  not  provided  with  doors .  1 


improvements  effected  during  the  year  were: — 

Sanitary  conveniences  provided  with  sufficient  water  for 


flushing  . .  .  1 

Sanitary  conveniences  cleaned  .  1 


HOUSING. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  action  taken  under  the 


Housing  Acts  during-  the  vear  : — 

Clearance  Areas. 

1.  Number  of  clearance  areas  represented  .  0 

2.  Number  of  clearance  areas  demolished  .  8 

3.  Number  of  houses  involved .  41 

4.  Number  of  persons  re-housed  from  clearance  areas  ...  74 


PRESENT  POSITION  OF  CLEARANCE  AREAS 
REPRESENTED. 


\rea 

No. 

Name  of  Area. 

No. 

of 

houses  i 

No.  Year 

of  repres- 
ersons  ented 

Year  Year 
Inquiry  re¬ 
held  housed 

Year 

demo- 

lished 

1. 

Carr  Street  (No.  1) 

..  43 

140 

1934 

1934 

1935 

1936 

2. 

Silver  St.  &  Square  St 

..  13 

36 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

3. 

Peel  Street  (No.  1)... 

..  5 

10 

1935 

1935 

1936 

1937 

4. 

Peel  Street  (No.  2)... 

.,  8 

17 

1935 

1935 

1936 

1937 

5. 

Ramsbottom  Lane  ... 

..  41 

140 

1935 

1936 

1936 

1937 

fi. 

Whalley  Road  (No.  1  ) 

..  6 

19 

1935 

1936 

1939 

1940 

Carr  hold  . 

..  10 

23 

1935 

1936 

1939 

1940 

8. 

Carex  Street . 

..  3 

11 

1935 

1 936 

1939 

— 
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No. 

No. 

Year 

Year 

Year 

Year 

\rea 

of 

of 

re  pres- 

1  nquir\ 

re- 

demo- 

No.  Name  of  Area.  houses 

persons  ented 

held 

housed 

lished 

9.  Holton  Road  West  . 

5 

18 

1936 

* 

1938 

1 939 

10.  Higher  Summerseat . 

5 

15 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

11.  Kav  St.,  Summerseat  ... 

6 

15 

1936 

* 

1938 

1 938 

12.  Willow  St.  &  Irvvell  St., 

Summerseat  . 

22 

56 

1936 

* 

1938 

— 

13.  I.illv  Street  . 

4 

10 

1937 

* 

1938 

1940 

14.  Hall  Street  . 

6 

17 

1937 

* 

1938 

1940 

15.  Harwood  Lee  . 

8 

18 

1937 

* 

1939 

1940 

16.  Central  Street  (No.  1)... 

2 

5 

1937 

* 

1939 

1940 

17.  Central  Street  (No.  2)... 

3 

12 

1937 

1938 

1939 

— 

IS.  Central  Street  (No.  3)... 

2 

4 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

19.  Central  Street  (No.  4)... 

3 

7 

1937 

* 

1939 

— 

20.  Carr  Street  (No.  2) . 

4 

6 

1937 

* 

1939 

— 

21.  Ducie  Street . 

3 

8 

1937 

* 

1939 

1940 

22.  Square  Street . 

6 

14 

1937 

* 

1939 

— 

23.  Stubbins  Lane  (No.  1)... 

12 

30 

1938 

1938 

1939 

— 

24.  Uriion  St.  &  King  St.  ... 

42 

1 52 

1938 

1938 

1939 

— 

25.  Eden  Street  . 

4 

9 

1938 

1 939 

1939 

— 

2G.  Pin  Fold . 

6 

16 

1938 

1939 

1939 

— 

27.  Crowwoods  Fold . 

6 

17 

1938 

1939 

1939 

— 

28.  Goll  in  rod . 

10 

28 

1938 

1 

1939 

— 

29.  Manchester  Rd.  (No.  1) 

4 

14 

1 938 

1939 

1939 

— 

30.  Manchester  Rd.  (No.  21 

3 

6 

1938 

1939 

1 939 

— 

31.  Lodge  St.  &  Thomas  St. 

6 

24 

1938 

1939 

— 

32.  Nell  Carrs . 

O 

O 

8 

1938 

* 

1939 

— 

33.  Wh alley  Road  (No.  2) ... 

5 

11 

1938 

* 

1939 

— 

34.  Whalley  Road  (No.  3)... 

3 

7 

1939 

1939 

1940 

— 

35.  Rock  Street  . 

4 

6 

1939 

1939 

1940 

— 

36.  Stubbins  Lane  (No.  2)... 

16 

44 

1 939 

1939 

1940 

— 

37.  Market  Street  (No.  1)... 

3 

6 

1939 

* 

1940 

— 

38.  Peel  Street  (No.  3) . 

3 

11 

1939 

* 

1940 

— 

39.  East  Street  . 

2 

6 

1939 

— 

— 

— 

40.  \\  h alley  Road  (No.  4)... 

9 

24 

1939 

— 

— 

— 

41.  Marklands  Place  and 

Carden  Street  . 

23 

50 

1939 

— 

— 

— 

42.  Peel  Brow . 

10 

26 

1 939 

— 

— 

— 

43.  1  ,ower  Park  . 

5 

10 

1939 

— 

— 

— 

*  No  objection  made,  therefore  no  Inquiry  held. 
t  Excluded  from  Order — Scheme  accepted. 
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Individually  Unfit  Houses. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

TO. 


•Number  of  inspections  made  under  the  Housing-  Act,  1936 
Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 

habitation  . 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  not  in  all  respects 

fit  for  human  habitation  . . 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made . 

,,  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  by  informal 

action  . 

,,  back-to-back  houses  made  through  . 

,,  dwelling-houses  closed  . 

,,  undertakings  accepted  (a)  Not  ito  let  ... 

(b)  To  render  fit  ... 
,,  dwelling-houses  demolished — 

(a)  in  accordance  with  demolition  order 

(b)  bv  owners  after  undertaking . 

,,  persons  re-housed  from  individually  unfit 

houses  . 


71 


25 

4 

14 

18 


5 


2 


8 

18 

29 


Overcrowding. 

1.  New  cases  of  overcrowding  discovered  .  3 

2.  Number  of  persons  involved  .  24 

3.  ,,  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  .  13 

4.  ,,  persons  involved  .  95 

5.  ,,  cases  of  overcrowding  known  to  exist  at 

end  of  year .  27 

6.  ,,  persons  involved .  182 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

1.  Number  of  Council  houses  found  to  be  infested  .  1 

2.  ,,  other  houses  found  to  be  infested  .  Nil 

The  house  found  to  be  infested  was  successfully  treated  with 
“  Zaldecide.  ” 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLY. 


The  Regional  slaughtering  scheme  of  the  Ministry  of  Food 
which  came  into  operation  on  the  15th  January  suspended  the 
slaughtering  of  animals  lor  human  food  in  the  private  slaughter¬ 
houses  of  the  district,  with  the  exception  of  the  slaughtering-  of 
pig  s  at  Messrs.  Cot  trills. 

Periodical  visits  are  paid  to  butchers’  shops  for  the  purpose 
of  inspection  of  meat  there  exposed  for  sale. 

Number  0}  Carcases  Examined  after  Slaughter. 


Bulls  .  2 

Bullocks  .  5 

Cows  .  19 

Pigs  .  5546 


Number  of  Carcases,  etc.,  Found  to  be  Unfit  for  Human  Food. 

The  total  weight  of  foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  was  11,996-lbs.  This  included  2  whole  carcases  of 
beef,  14  pigs’  carcases,  110-lbs.  of  bacon,  16-lbs.  of  ham,  J-Ib. 
of  butter. 


Weights  of  Carcases  and  Organs  found  to  be  unfit 
for  Human  Consumption. 


Whole  Carcases 
and  Organs 

Part  Carcases 
and  Organs 

Total 

All  Diseases  except 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Tuberculosis  : 

Bo  vines  ... 

868 

169 

1037 

Pigs  . 

194 

823 

1017 

Tuberculosis  Only: 

Bo  vines  ... 

— 

160 

160 

Pigs  . 

1761 

7892 

9653 

Totals 

2823 

9044' 

11867 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

I  he  provisions  of  the  above  Act  relating  to  the  sampling  of 
food  are  administered  in  this  area  by  the  Lancashire  County 
Council. 

f  am  indebted  to  Superintendent  T.  Kay,  of  the  Lancashire 
Constabulary,  for  the  following-  particulars  of  samples  purchased 


in  Ramsbottom  during  1940: — 

Milk  .  12 

Coffee .  1 

Lemon  Jelly  .  1 

Rice .  1 

Lard  .  1 

Raspberry  Jam  .  1 

Pepper .  1 

Custard  Powder .  1 

Suet .  1 

Boiled  Sweets  .  1 

Vinegar  .  1 

Gravy  Browning .  1 

Crab  and  Lobster  Paste .  1 

Cocoa .  1 

Castor  Oil .  1 

Soup  Powder .  1 

Self-Raising  Flour  .  1 

Beans,  canned .  1 

Salt .  1 

Mustard .  1 

31 


On  analysis  the  suet  was  found  to  contain  3  per  cent,  excess 
of  rice  Hour.  All  the  remaining  samples  were  genuine. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

Little  change  has  taken  place  either  in  the  way  of  alterations 
or  improvements  of  farm  building's  during  the  year. 

Number  of  Dairy  Farms,  etc.,  in  the  District 


Dairy  Farms  .  (38 

Dairymen  or  milk  purveyors .  17 

Cowkeepers  .  80 

Accredited  Producers  . 4 

Dealers  licenced  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested 

milk  . 1 

Premises  licensed  to  sell  Pasteurised  milk  12 


13  samples  of  milk  w  ere  obtained  and  submitted  for  examina¬ 
tion  for  tubercle  bacilli.  Two  of  these  samples  were  reported  to 
be  positive. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  main  source  of  water  supply  is  by  the  Irwell  Valley 
W  ater  Board.  There  are,  however,  a  number  of  private  supplies, 
and  from  these  six  samples  were  obtained  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination,  three  of  which  were  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  five  offensive  trades  in  the  district,  namely:  1  tripe 
boiler,  2  soap  boilers,  1  gut  scraper,  1  tallow  refinery. 

No  contraventions  of  the  by-laws  were  observed  during  the 

year. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSE. 

The  one  common  lodging-house  in  the  district  has  accommo¬ 
dation  for  96  lodgers.  The  number  of  beds  occupied  at  any  one 
time  now  rarely  exceeds  20. 

No  contravention  of  the  by-laws  was  found  during  the  year. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICES. 

Sanitary  Accommodation  of  the  District. 

Number  of  privy  middens  .  36 

,,  closets  attached  to  privy  middens  .  62 

,,  pail  closets  .  218 

,,  waste  water  closets .  1211 

,,  fresh  water  closets  .  3680 

,,  dry  ashpits .  35 

,,  moveable  dustbins .  4456 


METHOD  OF  COLLECTION. 

Collection  is  bv  two  7  cu.  yd.  S.D.  Freighters,  except  in  the 
Deeply  Vale  area,  where  collection  is  let  out  by  contract  to  a 
local  farmer. 

Dustbins  and  pail  closets  are  emptied  weekly,  ashpits  and 
privy  middens  as  required. 


METHOD  OF  DISPOSAL. 

Disposal  of  house  refuse  is  by  means  of  controlled  tipping-. 
Two  tips  were  in  operation  during-  the  year,  situate  at  Miller 
Street,  Summerseat,  and  Blackburn  Road,  Edenfield. 

The  contents  of  pail  closets,  are  emptied  into  the  sewer. 


EXPENDITURE. 

The  nett  cost  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  for  the  financial 
year  ended  31st  March,  1941,  was  _£2,401  13s.  8d.,  made  up  as 
follows  : — 

£  s.  d. 

2094  9  10 
307  3  10 


Refuse  Collection 
Refuse  Disposal.. 


£2401  13  8 
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Collection 

Disposal 

Collection 
and  Disposal 

Cost  per  house 

7s.  9.28d. 

Is.  1.68d. 

8s.  1 0.96d. 

,,  ,,  1 000  of  population 

£\n  o  10 

£20  14  5 

£161  15  3 

Rate  equivalent 

6.54d. 

0.95d. 

7.49d. 

SALVAGE  OF  MATERIALS. 

A  salvage  scheme  has  been  in  operation  in  this  district  since 
1936.  The  present  emergency  has  rendered  the  recovery  of  all 
useable  waste  materials  of  paramount  importance,  and  in  order 
to  meet  this  urgent  and  vital  need  the  local  scheme  has  been  con¬ 
siderable  intensified. 

The  following'  table  shows  the  weights  of  materials  salved 
and  the  income  received  from  their  sale  during  the  twelve  months 
under  review  : — 


Material. 

Tons. 

Cwts.  lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  paper  . 

...  131 

11 

84 

493 

9 

1 

Scrap  Iron  . 

...  32 

16 

56 

92 

10 

5 

Aluminium . 

...  — 

3 

97 

10 

7 

2 

Tins . 

53 

17 

56 

41 

8 

3 

Brass  . 

— 

5 

68 

5 

4 

8 

Lead  . 

...  ■  — 

7 

64 

4 

10 

1  1 

Copper  . 

...  — 

2 

45 

o 

O 

4 

10 

Spelter . 

. . .  — 

1 

30 

0 

10 

2 

Carpets . 

3 

13 

28 

6 

0 

4 

Rags . 

2 

5 

7 

9 

4 

4 

String  . 

...  — 

8 

46 

1 

0 

6 

Bones  . 

.:.  0 

0 

15 

20 

18 

11 

Kitchen  Waste  . 

...  28 

i  i 

101 

44 

5 

0 

Condemned  Foodstuffs  .  . 

2 

12 

110 

5 

18 

5 

Bottles  and  Jars  (1,805  doz. )  . 

...  8 

16 

107 

27 

1 1 

4 

272 

1 

18 

C-60 

4 

4 

\ 


